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	Term
	Definition
	Source (if known)

	Belmont Report
	The Belmont Report is a summary of basic ethical research principles developed partly in response to the “Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Black Man”, in which poor and mostly illiterate African Americans were studied to observe the natural progression of the disease if left untreated. (See also Nuremburg Code)
	

	Beneficence
	Beneficence means to maximise possible benefits and minimise possible harm to participants in research. It is one of the three requirements of ethical research (see Belmont Report).  
	

	Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
	This is an international treaty established with the goals of biodiversity conservation, sustainable use of biological resources and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources. The convention regulates accessing genetic resources and traditional knowledge through the practice of Prior Informed Consent (PIC).
	

	Free, Prior and Written Informed Consent (FWPIC)
	In the context of participatory ethics, FPWIC refers to agreement or permission which is obtained voluntarily, with sufficient advance notice, in the form of a written document and with adequate information about the benefits, risks and burdens related to a particular project. FPWIC is a continuous process of dialogue and negotiation between consent seekers and consent givers. This concept has emerged from the practice of Prior Informed Consent (PIC) in other rural development contexts (e.g. dams, bio prospecting and mining). PIC is used to protect the right of local indigenous communities to determine how projects that might affect their land or way of life are developed. PIC has a much longer history in other fields such as human subjects research, medical practice and hazardous waste disposal.
	

	Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention
	This convention is an international, legally binding instrument aimed at protecting indigenous peoples and their cultures with special actions by the International Labour Organisation. Two key elements of this convention are participatory development and prior informed consent. In articles 2, 6 and 15, the Convention requires that states fully consult with indigenous peoples and ensure their informed participation in the context of development, national institutions and programmes and lands and resources. According to Article 16: “Relocation shall take place only with their free and informed consent. Where their consent cannot be obtained, such relocation shall take place only following appropriate procedures established by national laws and regulations, including public inquiries where appropriate, which provide the opportunity for effective representation of the peoples concerned.”
	

	Human subjects research
	Human subjects research involves obtaining data about living individuals (i.e. “subjects”) through intervention (i.e. physical procedures or manipulations of subjects or their environment) or interaction (i.e. communication or other interpersonal contact) with them or from individually identifiable information. Research on human subjects is diverse and includes biomedical, behavioural and social science studies. The practice of obtaining informed consent from participants in human subject’s research is based upon the Belmont Report and the Nuremburg Code.
	

	Intellectual property rights (IPR)
	Intellectual property rights are legal protections given to individuals and groups to ensure that they benefit from their own cultural discoveries, creations and products. While Western intellectual property law is based on the notion of individual property rights and encourages private economic gain, indigenous world views generally extend property rights to the entire community and promote group survival. Problems arise from incompatibilities between IPR and traditional knowledge when individuals or other outsiders misappropriate knowledge that belongs to traditional communities.
	

	Justice
	Justice is one of the three requirements of ethical research (see Belmont Report). Justice refers to the equitable distribution of burdens and benefits. For example, during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the burdens of serving as research subjects fell largely upon poor ward patients, while the benefits of improved medical care flowed primarily to private patients. Subsequently, the exploitation of unwilling prisoners as research subjects in Nazi concentration camps was condemned as a particularly flagrant injustice. The Tuskegee syphilis study used disadvantaged, rural black men to study the untreated course of a disease that is by no means confined to that population. These subjects were deprived of demonstrably effective treatment, long after such treatment became generally available, in order not to interrupt the project.
	

	Medical informed consent
	Medical informed consent is an ethical obligation and a legal requirement governing the physician-patient relationship. Informed consent is a patient's right to be presented with sufficient information, by either the physician or his or her representative, to allow the patient to make an informed decision regarding whether or not to consent to a treatment or procedure. Patients generally are recognised as having the right to refuse medical care for any reason (including religious or other reasons), even if the physician considers their reasons to be frivolous or in poor judgment.
	

	Nuremburg Code
	The Nuremburg Code is a set of ten ethical principles developed in response to the inhumane experimentation on prisoners by Nazi doctors during World War II. It has ten points, the first of which is related to informed consent:

“The voluntary consent of the human subject is absolutely essential. This means that the person involved should have legal capacity to give consent; should be so situated as to be able to exercise free power of choice, without the intervention of any element of force, fraud, deceit, duress, over-reaching, or other ulterior form of constraint or coercion; and should have sufficient knowledge and comprehension of the elements of the subject matter involved as to enable him to make an understanding and enlightened decision. This latter element requires that before the acceptance of an affirmative decision by the experimental subject there should be made known to him the nature, duration and purpose of the experiment; the method and means by which it is to be conducted; all inconveniences and hazards reasonable to be expected; and the effects upon his health or person which may possibly come from his participation in the experiment.”
	

	Respect for persons
	One of the three requirements of ethical research (see Belmont Report) is respect for persons. Respect for persons recognises the autonomy (i.e. self-determination or the ability to make independent decisions) of individuals and protects those with diminished autonomy (e.g. those who are young, ill, mentally disabled, etc.). Respect for persons requires that individuals enter into research voluntarily and with adequate information.
	

	Rotterdam Convention
	The Rotterdam Convention is an international agreement to promote shared responsibilities in relation to importation of hazardous chemicals. The Convention creates legally binding obligations for the implementation of the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure. The PIC procedure provides all parties with an opportunity to make informed decisions as to whether they will consent to future imports of the chemicals listed in Annex III of the Convention. All parties are required to ensure that their exports do not take place contrary to an importing party’s import decision.  
	

	Traditional knowledge
	Traditional knowledge is a collection of experiences, practices and beliefs about the relationship of living things (including humans) with one another and with their environment which is handed down through generations by cultural transmission. While such knowledge generally relies on oral tradition, the process of participatory mapping can formally document this information in a cartographic format through ethnographic surveys, oral histories and local informant interviews. The documentation of traditional knowledge is related to human subjects research in that it involves asking individuals for information in a systematic way according to Western scientific principles of gathering and verifying data.
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