Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information
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Online resources

Smith, M. K. (2001) 'Community' in the encyclopaedia of informal education, http://www.infed.org/community/community.htm 
Last accessed: 14/09/10
Description: The material provides theoretical grounding on the definitions of community and the different attributes that can be used in describing a community. 
Community participation and empowerment: putting theory into practice. Housing Summary 4, August 1994
Description: A new Guide to Effective Participation offers a comprehensive framework for thinking about involvement, empowerment and partnership. It also pro vides an A to Z of key issues and practical techniques for effective participation.
http://tinyurl.com/ye2cyzw 30/03/2009 

Books/articles

Irene Guijt and Meera Kaul Shah, The Myth of Community: Gender Issues in Participatory Development, Intermediate Technology Publications, 1998, Pages1-23;

Abstract: This book aims to provoke discussion about current participatory approaches and to improve the understanding and practice of these approaches. The widespread take-up of participatory approaches among governments, NGOs and other organizations across the development sector has created a need for quality assurance and evaluation into the methods used. "The Myth of Community" addresses this need by critically assessing how women can be involved more appropriately and equally in participatory approaches and how gender issues can be tackled more meaningfully. Containing a rich array on contributions from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe, The Myth of Community provides a variety of viewpoints and perspectives from those most closely involved in participatory approaches to development. The contributors discuss the importance of conceptual clarity, appropriate methods and methodologies, and supportive organizations and institutional structures.

 Andrea Cornwall, Beneficiaries, Consumers, Citizen: Perspectives on Participation for Poverty Reduction. Sida Studies no.2 2000, Pg 17-68

Abstract: published by Sida, this book traces the evolution of the concept of participation in the development discourse since its emergence in the late 1970s. It addresses the new challenges presented by an ever-changing understanding of what participation means, and warns of the dangers of embracing the concept without questioning the deeper implications of participation in practice. The author argues for greater clarity as to who participates and how before putting faith into more participation.

The book begins by (1) dealing with the principles of self-determination as the rationale behind the participation paradigm in the late 1970s. During the 1980s (2) beneficiaries came to be seen as active consumers, and there was a further shift (3) in the 1990s when certain areas of policy-making were opened up to stakeholders. Questions were, however, raised (4) regarding the exclusion of certain groups in participatory processes. Participation is now increasingly seen (5) as a basic human right, and the need to increase the capacity of individuals to explore this right is beginning to be realised.

The document explores how, since its first appearance, the concept of participation in development has rallied more and more supporters and is now firmly entrenched in the development discourse. There can, however, be many shortcomings to participatory processes. The author argues that:

· without deep scrutiny, participatory methods might in fact be used for the promotion of other hidden agendas

· more attention has to be paid to the differentiation of interests within a given community, and even participatory appraisals can hide dissent 

· participation can indeed be challenged by deep-rooted inequities and biases, and to address these could threaten the basic institutions of a given community and risk undermining social cohesion 

· embracing participation therefore raises deeper issues of who participates, where, and in what way.

· If participation is increasingly being seen as a basic human right, it raises new challenges for the future: 

· There should be a clear assessment of what kind and how much participation is actually feasible for those who struggle for survival on a daily basis. Rather than full participation, there is a case for optimum participation.

· Participation has to be made more accessible through the dissemination of information, the development of monitoring processes and an increase in accountability mechanisms.

· Generalities about participation need to be set aside in order to get a clearer picture of what works where, when and for whom.

To invite people to participate is not enough. More efforts should be made to enable people to develop their willingness and capacity to take part.
Giacomo Rambaldi, Robert Chambers, Mike McCall  and Jefferson Fox, Practical ethics for PGIS practitioners, facilitators, technology intermediaries and researchers, Participatory Learning and Action 54-Mapping for Change: Practice, technologies and communication, April 2006,  Pages 106-113
http://tinyurl.com/ybddhco 
Abstract: Each profession and culture carries moral parameters and codes of ethics. As PGIS is understood as a multidisciplinary practice it is meant to respond to a blend of different moral rules. 

Practical ethics for PGIS practitioners, facilitators, technology intermediaries and researchers is intended to provide non-exhaustive guidelines for making appropriate ethical choices for those practicing or wanting to practice PGIS. 

The guidelines are not meant to be exhaustive, as each culture and situation may have its own moral imperatives. It is the obligation of the individuals to make their best judgment to ensure good practice.
Pretty, J., Guijt, I., Thompson, J. and Scoones, I. (1995), ‘Participatory Learning and Action Guide’, IIED Participatory Methodology Series, IIED, |London.
Description: Designed for both experienced and new trainers who have an interest in training others in the use of participatory methods, whether they are researchers, practitioners, policy-makers, villagers and trainers. The guide: provides a comprehensive background to the principles of adult learning; focuses on the facilitation skills necessary for effective training; describes group dynamics and how to build interdisciplinary teams; summarises the principles of participatory learning and action; describes in detail the process of training, both in the workshop and in the field; suggests how to organise workshops, from laying the groundwork to post-training evaluation; details 101 interactive training games and exercises.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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