Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M04U01 - Community Groundwork]

Unit: [M04U01 -The Myth of Community and Community Participation]


Exercise No. 2: Polarities Exercise
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Developed by: Samuel Musembi Musyoki
Objective:

To encourage participants to express their views and concerns about the concepts of community and participation and to provide an opportunity for revealing and debating their positive (good) and negative (not so good) attributes 
Time:

1 hour
Materials:

Flipchart paper and felt pens or/and metaplan cards, pin boards and pins

Procedure:

· Write in large letters on two separate flipcharts the concepts of “community” and “participation”. 
· Ask the participants to reflect on each concept and write down their individual responses to two questions:

· What do you think or feel is good about the notions of community and participation?

· What do you think or feel is not so good about the notions of community and participation?

· Encourage participants to write remarks that they imagine colleagues or other people involved in participatory mapping might make. This will ensure that participants capture and express negative, or even hostile, opinions that will enliven the discussion.
· Log and group the responses on the flipchart under the two main headings: “Positive” and “Negative”.
· Discuss the results with the participants and identify the emerging common responses. Develop agreement about the main issues (and in particular the negative attributes) that need be addressed to ensure genuine community participation when entering and working with any community.
Tips and options: 

· While making reference to the Unit objectives and reaffirming the outcomes of the participants’ work from the two previous exercises, make a short presentation on the meanings/typologies of participation and community and the positive and negative aspects that need to be taken into consideration when planning and implementing participatory mapping projects. 
Reflection and discussion:
"Polarities" is an exercise that encourages participants to express their perceptions, view or concerns about a subject which are based on their experience, knowledge or feelings and which may be both positive and negative. Participants might sometimes hold negative opinions or harbour doubts about a subject, project or programme in which they are supposed to be involved. If these views and questions are not declared or explored from the onset, they could hinder the participants’ ability to learn and perform. 
In a learning context, the Exercise is used to enlist opposing/contrasting views (i.e. the good and the not so good things about the subject) and to trigger a debate to help the learners appreciate both sides of the subject being discussed. 
In this case, the Exercise enables the participants to appreciate that there are some good and not so good things about the notions of participation and community and to agree on what needs to be taken into consideration while engaging with communities in the participatory mapping process. 
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