Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information
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ONLINE RESOURCES

Transect Walk
Organisation: FAO
http://tinyurl.com/ybdf3v8 
Last accessed: 12 December 2009
A transect walk is a walk taken by participants and a facilitator through the area of interest, while observing, asking, listening, looking, identifying different zones and seeking problems and possible solutions. The findings are documented and they can be mapped on to a transect diagram or map.
The article describes participants’ activities, such as locating and pinpointing various physical aspects of the village land, conditions and physical features (e.g. soils, slopes and soil types). Participants also observe and discuss farming practices and the status of crops. A transect also provides an understanding of and an opportunity to discuss such issues as deforestation, soil erosion and soil and water management.
Transect Diagramming

Organisation: FAO
http://tinyurl.com/yd3z3ko
Last accessed: 12 December 2009

The article presents an exercise for mapping a village and its resources and for determining the land characteristics of different pieces of land. The article explains that the purpose of mapping exercises is to help identify problems and opportunities in the village and they can be used for planning interventions or actions.

Centre for Community Mapping

http://tinyurl.com/y8u3eo2 or http://www.centerforcommunitymapping.org/ 

Last accessed: 13 December 2009

The website is owned by Community Mapping which collaborates with local organisations to provide interactive mapping applications, particularly to educational, environmental and non-profit organisations.

Books/articles

Online

Jatulan W. 1988. SWOT Analysis. Participatory Methods in Community-based Coastal Resource Management, Volume 2. Silang, Cavite, Philippines: International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR), pp. 27 -32.

Last accessed: 13 December 2009

URL: http://tinyurl.com/y8rgl9p 
SWOT is an acronym of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. Strengths and weaknesses tend to focus on the internal factors, while opportunities and threats reflect the external environment within which the analysed issue, situation or group of people is situated. The SWOT analysis is usually conducted as a brainstorming exercise. The tool is used to identify strengths and opportunities and consider how they can be optimised and to identify weaknesses and threats and consider how these can be addressed and/or mitigated.

Rambaldi G., Fernan M. L. and Siar S. 1997. Resource Mapping; paper presented during the “Workshop to Produce a Sourcebook of Participatory Methods for Community-based Coastal Resource Management”, 28 July – 8 August 1997,  Silang, Cavite, Philippines: IIRR.

Last accessed: 13 December 2009

http://tinyurl.com/yez7etv
This article starts by defining resource mapping as a method for collating and plotting information on the occurrence, distribution, access and use of resources within the economic and cultural domain of a specific community. It stipulates the step-by-step process and associated tools used to accomplish resource mapping. The article elaborates on “stratified resources mapping”, “gendered mapping” and on a methodological approach for transposing sketch maps into topographic maps. In each case, the article presents the process, outputs, strengths and limitations.
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