Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M03 - Fundamentals of Training Delivery and Facilitation]

Unit: [M03U01- Basics of Training]

Exercise No. 1: Brainstorming
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Developed by: Rainer Zachmann
Objective:


To collect and generate ideas among participants  
Time:

15 – 30 minutes (depending on the context; see the Unit Trainer Notes for the corresponding Units of Module M03)  
Materials:

Flipcharts, pinboards, blackboards or whiteboards, meta cards, marker pens    
Procedure:

· Present a key question to the participants.
· Collect ideas on flipcharts or boards. Everyone can contribute ideas. All ideas are valid; there are no "wrong" ideas. Encourage everyone to participate; prevent only a few people from dominating the brainstorming.
· Group ideas into categories. Categories may then be further elaborated through group work. 
· A variation of brainstorming is collecting ideas on meta cards (i.e. keyword collection on cards).
· Ask each participant to write ideas on cards (A5 size): one idea per card, one to three words per card (no entire sentences), large, lower-case letters (no capital letters, as long as it is grammatically appropriate).
· Ask one or two volunteers to group the cards into categories on a wall; allow the (usually lively) participation of everyone. This method ensures that everyone participates. 
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