Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M07 - Project Structuring and Initial reconnaissance]

Unit: [M07U03 - Visiting Communities]

Exercise No. 2: Maps: what, why, where, who, when and how?
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Developed by: Mac Chapin
Objective:


To raise awareness among trainees that there are different types of maps which best serve different/multiple purposes 

Time:


1 hour and 20 minutes, including delivery of presentation
Materials:


PowerPoint Presentation No. 2 or paper maps
Procedure:

· Deliver the presentation or distribute samples of maps.
· Facilitate a discussion about how trainees could use maps in their own contexts to address their own problems or problems faced by their communities.
Tips and options: 
· This exercise can be done either with the PowerPoint presentation or with paper maps. An alternative, which is recommended, is that you may make your own presentation with maps from the region being studied.

· The exercise should involve villagers and village leaders, who usually have had little exposure to maps. When they see how maps are being used and understand their potential, they invariably relate maps to their own situation. They see the relevance of putting their own maps together for political purposes or to take action.
Reflection and discussion:
This presentation opens up the field for everyone, including trainees (i.e. intermediaries/facilitators), villagers and everyone on the team. Most people know that maps are useful in one way or another, but their knowledge is generally very narrow (e.g. maps are useful for getting around, locating a country in the world, etc.). This exercise is meant to show the multiple uses and value of maps. 
We never go to communities and tell them why they should make maps of their territory. We simply present the range of uses of maps and give them examples; this starts the wheels turning in their heads. They invariably latch onto the ideas within a few minutes and it is common for them to decide to move forward with the mapping project within the first half hour. 
As the maps begin to take form and local actors progress through the various workshops, they develop other ideas about how they can use the maps. What is important is that local actors come forth with the rationale for mapping – not the intermediaries/facilitators. 
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