Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M08 - Ground and Sketch Mapping]
Unit: [M08 - Glossary]
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	Term
	Definition
	Source (if known)

	Ephemeris
	An ephemeris is a map and calendar of the movement of celestial bodies or satellites.
	Flavelle, Alix. 2002. Mapping Our Land. Lone Pine Foundation, Edmonton, Canada

	Ground (ephemeral) maps


	Ephemeral maps are temporary maps, such as a ground map. They are intended to be kept for a short time only. This most basic map-making method consists of drawing maps on the ground. Informants use raw materials like soil, pebbles, sticks and leaves to reproduce the physical and cultural landscapes in the manner they perceive them to be. Such ephemeral maps disappear when the wind blows. Acquired knowledge is memorised by participants and mentally recomposed when needed.
	Mapping for Change, Participatory Learning and Action, PLA, Vol. 54. IIED 2006

	Landmarks
	A landmark is an easily identified feature in the landscape. 
	Wikipedia http://tinyurl.com/yemmfbt 

	Legend
	The legend is the part of a map (or an additional sheet) that explains the meaning of the symbols on the map. The legend is the key to a map; it consists of visual codes and a description of their meaning in a written language.
	Wikipedia  http://tinyurl.com/yco5r94 ; Medieval sourcebook http://tinyurl.com/ya3dnn9 ; 

Wikipedia http://tinyurl.com/y89vgyg


	Maps
	A map is a picture of the land – a graphic representation, often in two dimensions, of some part (or all) of the Earth's surface. Maps can also be in created in three dimensions. There are many different kinds of maps.
	Flavelle, Alix. 2002. Mapping Our Land. Lone Pine Foundation, Edmonton, Canada

	Mental maps


	Mental maps represent an individual’s perceptions and knowledge about an area. Mental maps allow us to know what is out there, what its attributes are, where it is and how to get there. Mental maps are distinctive to individuals. They are not inclusive like a cartographic map with a constant scale, but consist of discrete, hierarchically-organised pieces determined by physical, perceptual or conceptual boundaries.
	Wikipedia http://tinyurl.com/ycguun2 

	Sketch maps


	A sketch map is a method for mapping on paper. It is a drawing of a place or area, not drawn with accurate or measured scale or direction. Features are depicted using natural materials or, more frequently, coloured marker pens or chalk. Participants usually have a range of choices regarding what materials to use for the drawing and how to visualise desired items. Features are exaggerated in size to match the importance participants attach to them. If properly facilitated, the process is documented and records are kept of the keys necessary for interpreting depicted symbols. The lack of a consistent scale and geo-referencing of the data leaves room for subjective interpretation of the final map. A scale sketch map is a sketch given scale by fitting it onto a topographic map without a field survey.
	Mapping for Change, Participatory Learning and action, PLA, Vol. 54. IIED 2006

	Symbols
	Symbols are things that represent something else by association, resemblance or convention, especially a material object used to represent something invisible.
	http://www.answers.com


	Transect diagramming
	A transect is a cross section through the community that describes typical natural and manmade context, pattern and characteristics of the geographic areas in the community. It provides more information about the pattern and form of areas complementing land-use designations
	Town of Mammoth Lakes 

Appendix B http://www.ci.mammoth-lakes.ca.us/ 

	Transect walk 
	A transect walk is a walk taken by participants and a facilitator through the area of interest while observing, asking, listening, looking, identifying different zones and seeking problems and possible solutions. The findings are documented and they can be mapped on to a transect diagram or map.
	FAO org http://tinyurl.com/yddwhzk 
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