Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M08- Ground and Sketch Mapping]

Unit: [M08U01 - Introduction to Ground and Sketch Mapping]


Exercise No. 1: Map Your Neighbourhood
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Objective:

To practise diagramming, including scale, symbols and direction, and to discuss processes and omissions in diagramming 

Time:

1 hour
Materials:

Marker pens and large sheets of paper, masking tape, scissor 
Procedure:

· Ask participants to think about where they live and to draw their neighbourhood. They should include major landmarks, resources of importance and transport routes.

· After ten minutes, stop the drawing and discuss what happened (see debriefing questions below).

· Ask for all maps to be exhibited on the wall, so that everyone can observe and discuss the different styles and symbols.

Tips and options: 

· This is an exercise that can be used as an introduction for a session on mapping. It conveys some essential issues in a short time. To get things started, you can suggest that you are travelling to their houses and need a map. However, this will inevitably bias what they draw, because it is for your purposes. 
· You can use the following questions to help the debriefing: 

· Where did you put your house? (e.g. in the middle, at the edge) 

· Did you use only symbols or did you add words? (Assume that the trainer is literate.)

· What happened when you came close to the edge of the paper? (e.g. the edge of the paper is a false boundary, scale gets distorted,  elements get omitted)
· What did you draw first? (e.g. sometimes the house, sometimes the boundary)
· Which direction is north on your map? Ask them to add an arrow to indicate north. (Many participants will smile and realise that they have not put the north on the top, in contrast to the widely applied professional convention; some individual mental maps will have north at the top, but probably only by chance.)
· Which of you have lived in your house for more than five to ten years? How does your detailed knowledge compare with someone who has only just moved to his or her neighbourhood?

· A variation is to ask participants to draw the neighbourhood in which they were living at ten years of age.
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