Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M08 - Ground and Sketch Mapping]

Unit: [M08U01 - Introduction to Ground and Sketch Mapping]

Exercise No. 2: Transect Walk
Adjusted from: Pretty, N. J., Guijt I., Scoones I., Thomposon J., A Trainer’s Guide for Participatory Learning and Action. IIED Participatory Methodology Series. Published by the International Institute for Environment and Development, London 1995. p. 239
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Objective:

To demonstrate the importance of going in person (as a team) to observe and talk about things of local importance 

Time:

1–3 hours or up to a whole day

Materials:  
Small notebooks, pens, large sheets of paper (optional) 

Procedure:

· Identify the route for several teams to conduct transect walks. This may be close to where the workshop is being held (such as in the research station or in the neighbourhood of the hotel), further away (such as in a nearby village or community) or inside a building (if the workshop is in a large bureaucracy). 
· If possible, arrange for local key informants to accompany the team.

· Divide the participants into small teams.

· Give the groups time to plan their transect walks. If you have time, invite the teams to identify problems and opportunities they will be looking for during the transect walk and to develop their own norms for group behaviour (i.e. who is going to do what).
 Ensure the groups focus on what they are hoping to find out and which methods they will be using. It is better if the subject of the inquiry is precisely defined so that groups will be able to compare findings on their return.

· Ask the groups to conduct transect walks and to return by an agreed time to prepare the diagram and present and discuss their findings. 

Tips and options: 

· During the debriefing, focus the discussion on methodological issues and findings of the walks:
· What did you discover that was new?

· How did you feel talking to informants on their own territory?

· What methods did you use during the transect walk?

� More information on this process is found in Jules N. Pretty, Irene Guijt, Ian Scoones and John Thompson, Participatory Learning and Action: A Trainer’s Guide, IIED, 1995, Participatory methodology series, IIED, UK.
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